Discrepancies between patient report, clinical assessment, and urine analysis in psychiatric patients during inpatient admission.
Self-report and clinical assessment of substance use were compared with urine analysis results in 56 male patients consecutively admitted for inpatient psychiatric treatment. All subjects received DSM-III-R Axis I diagnosis and were classified into diagnostic groups. Urine samples were tested for cocaine, marijuana, opiates, phencyclidine (PCP), amphetamines, and barbiturates. Thirty-five of the 56 patients (62%) produced urine samples that were positive for at least 1 substance of abuse. Of this group, 15 patients (27% of total sample) denied substance use during the week prior to admission. In addition, the admitting physician did not identify intoxication in 23 of the 35 patients (66%) with positive urines. The admitting physician's assessment matched the patient's answers regarding recent substance use in 79 percent of the patients. This association was especially apparent with the 26 patients who denied recent substance use, all but one of whom received a drug-negative assessment from the admitting physician.